INTRODUCTION
The two new Psocoptera species described in the following were collected during studies on the soil and litter fauna of the Afrotropical islands of St Helena (Atlantic Ocean) and Madagascar (Indian Ocean). Pitfall-traps (Fig. 5 ). P4 distinctly hatchet-shaped, with a forked sensillum on outer side; P2 with a small spur-sensillum on inner side (Fig. 4) . Lacinial apex parallel-sided, with two shallow tines (Fig. 3) . Antenna with more than 20 relatively short articles (Fig. 1 ). All tibiae with short uniform pilosity, lacking the external macrosetae usually present in Trogiidae (e. g., Badonnel, 1976: fig. 141 ; Lienhard, 1998: fig. 21d ). Pearman's organ of hind coxa not differentiated, tarsi 3-segmented, pretarsal claws lacking preapical tooth but with a long basal appendix and an enlarged membranous pulvillus (Fig. 2) . Pronotum and mesonotum nearly of same width, metanotum distinctly wider in dorsal view, heavily sclerotized. laterally and posteriorly prominent, separated from the first abdominal tergite by a well-developed membranous zone (this zone completely hidden by the posteriorly prominent metanotum in contracted condition of the body). Metanotum medially subdivided into two winglet-like lobes (Fig. 1) , each lobe bearing some stout setae near its margin (Fig. 6) . Abdominal tergites fused, forming a sclerotized dorsal shield, but segment borders clearly recognizable except on apex (Fig. 1) . Abdominal sternites also heavily sclerotized and fused, forming a ventral shield.
Sternite 8 lacking a "ticking-knob" as known in the genus Trogium (cf. Lienhard, 1998: fig. 26m ). Subgenital plate not differentiated. Epiproct simple, paraproct with a well-developed anal spine (Fig. 8) . External valvula of the gonapophyses relatively broad and heavily sclerotized, bearing numerous long hairs; at its base a well-developed rudiment of the dorsal valvula (Fig. 7) . Hairless basal part of gonapophyses separated from the distal part by a transverse ridge (Fig. 7) . The ridge prolonged onto clunium, reaching the marginal intersegmental zone between the last two tergites (Fig. 10) .
Spermafheca typical for the family; duct relatively long, narrow and not curled; membranous wall of sac with numerous pores bearing some very fine denticles on border (Fig. 12b) , in some pores a small vesicle visible on outer side (Fig. 12a) ; two equally developed, almost circular glandular plaques present, these integrated into wall of spermathecal sac, bearing numerous pores in their peripherical zone and a group of inwarddirected papillae in their central zone (Fig. 11) (Fig. 13) ; distal inner margin of labrum with 3 placoid sensilla, no trichoids between them (Fig. 15) (Fig. 13) . Compound eyes strongly reduced, with only 2 ommatidia (Fig. 13) . Ocelli absent. Antennal flagella broken off in all specimens examined. P4 with several slender sensilla, one conical sensillum very conspicuous (Fig. 17 ). Lacinial apex with 5 denticles, outer tine very long and subdivided apically (Fig. 18) . Distal inner margin of labrum with 3 placoid sensilla, lacking the pair of trichoids usually present between them in Pachytroctidae (Fig. 15) . Dorsal surface of head with heavy cuticular sculpture, consisting of big tubercles, these often papilla-like, much longer than wide, especially on lateral hind margin of vertex; many of the biggest tubercles with some longitudinal ribs and apical denticles, irregularly star-shaped in apical view (Fig. 13) and with denticulate apex in profile (cf. Fig.   14) . Vertical suture well-developed, frontal suture not visible. Legs normally developed, femora not particularly enlarged, Pearman's organ of hind coxa not differentiated, tarsi 3-segmented, pretarsal claws lacking basal appendix and pulvillus, with a small preapical tooth and several short microtrichia on edge and on external surface (Fig. 16 ). Prothorax with a simple and heavily sclerotized notum bearing relatively short and apically much widened pectinate tubercles on anterior margin and very long papilla-like tubercles on hind margin, the latter similar to longest tubercles on the head (Figs 13, 14) . Anterior part of mesonotum developed as a weakly sclerotized intertergite (Figs 14, 21) between pronotum and mesonotum, separated from pronotum and main part of mesonotum by a narrow membranous zone (membrane on hind margin of pronotum not visible in Fig. 14) ; this intertergite subdivided into a transverse median part, bearing 5 setae, and two small rounded lateral lobes, each bearing one seta; medio-anteriorly of the lateral lobe a small and slender sclerite present separating the central part of the intertergite from its lateral part (Figs 14, 21 ). Main part of mesonotum subtriangular, anteriorly with two prominent knob-like lateral lobes; cuticular sculpture of mesonotum similar to that of pronotum (Figs 13, 14) . Metanotum wider than pro-and mesonotum, laterally with a large prominent lobe, medially separated into two halves by a narrow hyaline membrane; cuticular sculpture of metanotum similar to that of mesonotum (Figs 13, 14) , same sculpture also present on the ventrally folded lateral parts forming the underside of the prominent lateral lobes (Fig. 21) Badonnel, 1986: 698 and Lienhard, 1998: 20) , spiracles 3 to 7 situated on well-separated pleural sclerites (Fig. 13) . Cuticular sculpture on abdominal tergites with smaller tubercles than on head and thorax, in posterior half mostly forming a somewhat scale-like pattern (Fig. 13) . Abdominal sternites and simple hypandrium together forming a compact sclerotized ventral shield, only some traces of segmentation visible in basal half. Clunium simple, lacking slender processes protruding over epiproct; epiproct and paraprocts simple. Phallosome elongated, weakly sclerotized; basal struts long, slender and basally not fused; apical part of phallosome with a pair of slender, apically curved, pointed parameres and a rectangular central lobe; distal angles of the latter bearing 3 small denticles and 2 pores (Figs 19, 20) ; eversible endophallus with a pair of rounded membranous lobes and a slightly sclerotized circular zone situated near apex in everted position (Fig. 20) Etymology. The Latin adjective "spinifer, -a, -urn" (= carrying spines) refers to the spiny cuticular sculpture of this species.
Description. See generic description, with the following additions. Body dark amber to medium brown, dorsal side with dense and relatively long pilosity, most of the hairs distinctly wavy (Fig. 14) Lienhard & Smithers, 2002) the new species has to be assigned to the Pachytroctidae on the basis of the simple pronotum, the weakly enlarged hind femora, the body not dorso-ventrally flattened, the presence of narrow thoracic sterna, the separation of meso-and metanotum in the apterous morph and the morphology of the phallosome (basal struts basally not convergent to form an acuminate phallobase) (see family diagnoses of Liposcelididae, Sphaeropsocidae and Pachytroctidae in Lienhard, 1998 Fig. 14) . As shown in Fig. 21 Matsuda, 1970 Matsuda, , 1979 , who calls this part "intertergite".
In Thysanoptera this structure is a simple transverse sclerite, as I could observe it in some specimens of Haplothrips cahirensis (Trb.) from Niger (material in MHNG, det.
R. zur Strassen). In Thoracotroctes however, the intertergite is distinctly subdivided into a transverse median part and a rounded lateral lobe on each side. The superficial similarity in thoracic morphology between Thysanoptera and Thoracotroctes is here interpreted as a convergence, possibly related to some biological adaptation in these minute insects.
T. spinifer is probably endemic to Madagascar. Is is interesting to note that it has been discovered in one of the most particular vegetation types of this island, dominated by the endemic plant family Didiereaceae (see PI. IB). In this context it may be mentioned that also five new endemic oribatid mites have been described from the same sample, three of them only known from Didiereaceae stands in southern Madagascar (Mahunka, 1997) .
